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Gift on Record?

¥ST. NICHOLAAS, GOOD HEILIG MAN!"

0ld England's "Waesail Bowl” and Young
America's Egg Nogg,

W THE DAY WIL BE OBEERVEID.

Sometimes, when, far away from his native land,
& traveller wanders alone amid an unfamiliar
laudscape, no human creature in stght, noiling to
be seen but blue mountains and green valieys mel-
jow and radisnt in the sunlight, nothing to be
meard but the cool waeh of the river and the
momentary rustle of the forest, a peacelul sadnoss
oreeps over him, snd he is suddenly conironted
with an apparition—himeelf as he used to be, His
wanished and forgotten youth comes back to him,
comes stealing toward lum from the lonely gien
snd the dark ravine, as thongh in that obscure
resting place [t had laln and waited for him many
& year. And o, for onc sacred resurrectionary
Rour, he holds communion with the boyhood that
has pasged away forever, with the dreams of youth
that never have been realized,

A hollday will occastonally bring about a slinilar
state of feeling. The demands ol practieal [ife so
quickly and thoronghly brugh away mere sentl
ment that some rpecial occasion or event is
peeded to reach the little that may be lefl ina
mature mind, But & holuday brings about touch-
ing contrasts between old ana young, and 1t 1s
these contrasts which probe the sdult heart and
cause it to yearn toward the green pastures of
youth. Christmas is king of holidays in ihis re-
epect. He proves that il youth and crabbed age
cannot live together, they can, at least, be very
good company lor each other one day in the year.
Santa Clans 18 the champlon pacificator. *Merry
Christmas” means “let us bave peace." Kriss
KEringle i8 aiplomatist-in-chiel in reconciling the
differences between infancy and age. Just now we
called him King, but is he not rather Chief Magis-
trate in the Republic of Good Humor ? No White
House vies with his, which the snow has conse-
crated, Let us call him Chiet Justice, too, with no
Fpot upon his flaky ermine. He is not a hero,
this magnanimous and jovial myth. Buill
Jess (8@ he a cynic tarned sant He
pever uttered a proverb or gave bad adviee about
the tradning of ehlidren, There 18 a tradition In-
aeed that on Chrstmas Eve he puts birches in bad
chiidren's stoekings; but we are inclined to regard
tnls us & plece of purentul tergiversation, wholly
unsupported by fact. Ii there is apy one thing that |
Kriss Kringle especially respects it s tlie sentiment |
of the occasion, and it 1s this trait that has won
for him the fidelity of lus young fmends. Children
have & liveiler faith in him than most adults eeem
to have in the Creator. Kriss Kringle dwells within
the Arctic circle, with the North Pole for nis fag-

‘staff. He has his pick of reindeer and drives a
gleigh that would make him o mullionnaire if he only
chose to patent it. His religion is the belief that
the 25th of December {8 the time par ercellence for
books and toys and sweetmeats, He presides over
the inventive genins of toydoem, gquickens the
brains of Caleb Plummer and iuspires the Hartz
Brotuers with new ftricks. He hates stingy
people. He puts It into the hearts of the rich
to be generous, and of the poor not to expect
much more than they get. Many people
imagine that he passes the Interval between
Chrigtmas and Christmas in a state of torpor and
Inactivity, like the snake. But this is a piece of
ignorance which does gross injustice to his in.
dustry and sympathy with buman nature, espe-
clally child nature. He visils us often, though we
recognize him not. Many o time he I8 the angel
whom we are entértaining unawares. At every
Jestival in which chiidren largely share this tute-
lary deity of chuldhood is present in spirit. On the
Fourth of July ne is behind every pinwheel. On
Thanksgiviog Day he ordains two pieces of mince
pie to the bairnies who would else get only one;
on the 1st of April he replenishes the worla with
April fools, and on St, Valentine's Day gives double
duty to the postman. 1n short, the Kries Kringle

are, and that they must also have a certain tinge
of Unristmast At our own tables we eat and
drink in eomfortable security. Oulside sre the
bomeless, the friendless snd the outcast. Do
we Oatter ourselves that we have won
our gomforts by onr deserts, and thag
batween us and our less bappy brethren 18 the
gume diginenen as between those who, spiritually
gloating, sit sell-crowned in the New Jerusalem
and them that tap disheartencd at the gates ol
ear! tn vain ¥ And then this labyrinth of wretched
ommes, 0! teeming tenement houses that forms so
bicak and di=mal a background, It would be In-
tercsting to hear upon what principles the rich
wan defends the bonndless appetite he has lor the
gueod things of his Ohristmas table, and the very
poor appetite he has [or the SOTTOWS And necesal-
ties of the people who inhabls the block of lene-
ment nouses he owns. The very poor ocertawnly
have no Christmas joys worth Il'u-l:ltil'ltmlg.l They
(uraiah the sombre threads to the Gobelin tapestry
fe, bringing into rellef the bLrilliane colors,
itless muoh has been done for the poor this
Chrigtmas, a8 mueh 8 done every Christiuas,
But the et remains that the vast majority of the
wealthy, und those with comfortable means, do
little in this direcuon 1o comparison with
what they eould do, and one of the worst
glgus of socisl degeneracy would be to ore al-
togetier the humane sentiments naturslly asso-
clsted with such ao hour, We have touched upon
those sentunents, and now we propose to leave
them in order to glve a slight sketch of the Christ-
mas of the past—those okd Duteh Christmases of
wiich so many interesting traditions are to be
githered—and to compare it with the Christmas of
he present.

Yesterduy was emphatically the

CHILDREN'S DAY.

1t wag St. Nicholas® Day; therclore it was the dey
of tne children who Joved BL. Nicholas in the tmes
of the old Doteh borghers In the old anaals ol
this eity, when it was New Amsterdam; when
headstrong old Stnyvesant was Commander-in-
Chief; when our now crowded Broadway was
below Wall street, only Heere Straat, and when
our business-throttied Maiden lane was T” Maagde
Faatje (the Matdens’ path), where the red cheeked,
full lipped Dutch maliens went vo haug out their
furtering clothes: when the meat market wus on
Bowling Green; wnen the present City Hall wes a
pubiic pasture out side of the city wall; and when
the great faseo ol this mighty metropolis was, for
the simple people who then inhabited 1t, the city
road between Wall street and New Haarlem—a
long stretch of conntry flelds and foresta; the
th Pecember was dedicated to St Nicholas
From the earltest days of Manhattan Island
Christmas Eve was sacred to mm, <Children as
noturully see that which ia reverential in old
memories a3 adults see that which {8 merely
gocial. This 18 why the Dutch boys and girls
adored, with o love geculmrly their own, the jolly
rosy clieeked, woite beardea little old man, sporting
his low crowued bat: glorying in his Flemigh trunk
hose ; smoking his pipe longer himself; dariy-
ing through the air over town and country, oceans
and deserts; and, in thelr fancles, sending through
spact the sharpest of whisties to the wobnderful
team that carried the wonderiul sleigh. Lfke some of
our own lttle boys and girls, muny and many &
Cnristinag Eve did some Duteh lirtie ones try to
cateh St. Nick oy sitting up to see him come down
ihe chimney with his pack on his back. But some-
how or other there never aid happen to be a fire
in the great chimney as late on the night before
Christm:og as on the other 3064 nights of the year,
Ihe little Duteh children blamed mamma; but that
gocd lady would whisper, with a wise shake of the

liead, that 5t Niek did not lke fires—and that set- |

tled the matter for good. Some woutd gl up,
bowever, until very late—one litle boy, whoge
story 18 not forgotten, more
rest, having aowually been found hall frozen in the
morning on the kKitchen goor. Had he been watch-
ing ¥ Yes. Had he seen anything? Ob, no! he
was asleep, and the stockings were blg with toys
for the otper chidren, but none iof him, Toe
moral was uuderstood to be that St. Nichelas aid
not lke little boys that watch for him—a moral that
this same little Knickerbocker, it is sald, never
forgol during ahl his lifetime.

Tnere was oue pecullarity in this homage to St
Nicholas that explains the speclal reverence
Ppaid to Dim amoDng our ancesiors. Bt Nicliolus
waa

THE PATROKX SAINT OF NEW AMETERDAM,

Just as clearly as Uncie Sam ig the patron saint of
the United siates, St. George of England, St, Depis
of France, St. Patrick of Ireland. 1€ was his ImAge
which, in the orthodoX costume, had presided
as the figarehead of the Goede Vrouw, the el
that brooght the first Dutch emigrants to this
shore, It was he who gave bis napie to Lhe firss
church bullt within the wglls, and whose titles were
mogt solemnly invoked in hour of trouble by all
Dutchmen on land and sen. From toe days
of the courteous Peter Minuit, of Wesel, and the
Houorable the Iirector General anda Coubeil, this
lsland of Manhatian has been dedicated to the

ood saint whom our children etill honor in these

ays. Mot as much, though, we say again, as the
Dutch children. They showed how they loved the
jovial Uetle saintly gentieman by rendering him an
homage greater than they gave to Christmas—by
the trees they raised—by the fires they lighted—by
the tales they told—by the )okes they cracked—by
the songs they sung—by the hopes they built up—
by the eagerness with which they watched (we
wean, of course, the good little ones who didn’t 81t
up) unsil slumber d:op?ed like & cioud over the
for the first pranciog ol the reindeer on the roo
This generation of believers—these lttle Knicker-
bocker children—have passed away forever; we
have no more goeden vroutcs, but good mothers;
the quaint vilage bas changed into this banghty
roaring, rushing metropolis; but the cbildren o
1874 still keep up the devotiwon of the clildren of
1650 tor Bt. Nicholss—only they call him

. BANTA CLAUS
Spirit, of which Christmas Day ﬁ.i-"i JCESOLCE, L 1y ig the same I'?[e';ﬁ. hoWEVet; the same old, low-

“riaked ftdell felf if WhréedEnize
etriain intervais througliout the year,
. HUMANITY'S (HRISTMAS GIFT.

God’a OMFlEtMids gift to humanity was Christ.

The theology and dogma of the subject we leave
to the commentators. Few indeed are the wor-
shippers who will not agree with us when, with-
out scetarlan sentiment, we point to the life of
Chriat on earth as the most valuable gift honmanity
bas yet received. Why the gift was not made
sooner 'twere valn to speculate, It came in the
fullness of time. Humanity has had noble giits
from the same source from time to time—gifra which
it has desplaed, ignored and rejected. But [t isour
imtention not to preach a sermon, but to indicate
139 girange manner in which the Christmas sentl-
ment has grown.  Christ was a epiritual gift. Un-
happlly mankind cannot imitate thelr Creator in
this. It is a8 much as the best of us can do o ob-
tain gpiritual gunts for oursclves, without attempt-
ing to get them for our neighbora. Hence, perhaps,
the interchange of material presents, They are
the only refuge for the expression of love and good
will, 1f we cannot give our neighbor the orna-
ment of 8 meek and quiet spirit (and pometimes,
‘we puspect, he wishes he were abie to bestow that
ornament on us), we give him an earthly gem in-
slead, and, we are sorry to say, probably please
Bim & great deal more,
CHRAIETMAS IN A BROWN BTONE FRONT.

Rich peaple are never so much reverenced as at
Christmns tirwe.  Thean all of us who eannot live in
“Brown stone fronte bow down before the brown

‘stone element, Humanity thirsts for comfort as
Ahe pores of a gponge for water. The good, the
beantiful and the true are all very well, but what
the average man prefers is the lnxarious, and the
Juxurious is represented by the brown stone Jront,
The Christmas of the rich |8 & solid fulry land
‘which our senses tell us exists, though not per-
haph for us. The dog has more humanity in him
than we have, for the dog hangs over Lazarus,
winle all our eyes are given 1o Dives. Rags are
wviting in pictures, bul purple and fine linen will
do for every day. And 80 we dream of dainty
saloons dedicated to gracefal games and embel-
Mshments of holly and evergreen. Nothing un-
pleasant shall enter the voluptous and innocent
Mttle heaven, with its firmament of gas jets, its

-
ments at

built, chubby, mysterious ancient, who loves chil-
dren of all ages aod all wuntmsh"ror ch.lld{en.
srime," us says wise Teunfelsdroc ‘18 no fast-
burrying stréam, but a sportfu), sunlit ocean.”
Weil =aid, old Teulelsdrickn; for little do Jobnny
and Ada think that these holldays of time bri
them @ year nearer to their end. They piay wit
Time and laughingly send out their cockle-boats
on what seeins go It and sanny, telling bim to
take care of them. 'hy find taels with Johnny
and little Ada? Why tell them that I I8 not a sun-
1it, sportiul ocean, bul a fierce torrehy, roaring its
wguw the rocks? We seniors have noright to in-
terfere. We have forgotten all thal we ever knew
of their country or its laws,

We are toid by the aucteft chronicles of
{sland how the '.:gacm from Holland; how they
looked as squat a4 chobby as the people ng
made them ; how they were made so strong t
they would last from one Christmag to another;
bhow they were received with delight and kept in
high state. There was a song that the Dutch 8
and giris used to sing every Clristmns Eve
honor of St Nicholaas, man—that ls;
“§t, Nicholas, good, holy man.” In the old Duteh |
was Dot very elmz.mn1 but it was somethl
better—it was sincere. It was sung for centuries
here in our city, Would the children of to-day like
to earitin English? 1If 20 we will give what
Hendricks ana little Eatrinas in the old days used
to eing with toewr cuildish volces by the greas
kitchen fireplace :—

£1. Nieh ood, holy ma
Put ywﬂlb.:ls'nhlmrdiu :on'n can,
sty .

From Amsterdam to Hispange,
W spples bright o1 orange
And those pomegranates named
Roll through the streets, all unreclalmr

Haint Nicholss, my dear, good friend,

To serye you ever was my end ;

If vyou me now somethiog will give,

Berve you I will as Jong as [ live.

And serve him they did, too—throngh all thelr
lives—they and tbelr children and children’s
children after them, as late, in this very m{, a8
1551 (a8 Mr. D. T. Valentine inlorms us was done
in some ancient Dutch iamilles among us). That
wns brave for the children of 1881, But w
should mot our children tie np the broken thr
and restore the tender ceremony in hobor of the
good old man who year after yoar, brings to
them the richest présents? We ask the question
on this blessed day ol grace of 1873, Who wa
Perhaps the children of 1874 will answer It,

Last night the

CHRIETMAB TREES
which, for the lass lortmght, have been brought
into town, were, 1o numbe bhomes, set up in
state by loving parents. This 18 & ceremony of
which the littie ones—su| tasthey please—know
nothing positively. Hay that the tree is ralsed in
the parlor, or say thatit is in the library.* One
thing is certain e doors are ker firmly closed
against the bright eyes outside, Thro the long
evening, while there are tales told in the nursery,

foor ed with earpets softer than clover, ite
delleate curtains, ite brilliant tapestries, its
flluminated Ohristmas tree afame like the
burning bush, 1 music and  laughter
and dancing, Ita warmth, its fervor, It&
fepartees and Ite  Mirtations, This I8 the
kind of Chrisunas found by the hundred in all
Jarge cltien. Its antithesis 18 found by the thoo-
#and a little way in the back ground, What are
the componenta of this unigne bit of sotunl happl-
ness.  Have we reached it when we mention the
sentiment of home! No. Family affection? No.
fiood health, good humor, animal spiritst No. All
these, doubtless, have something to 4o with it, but
by no means everything. What then? We know our
oarmal minded reader will not dissent whon we
reply, plenty of money. The sentiment of home
‘and family affection, exquisite attributes both.

erect upon them and them alone such &

“Christmay cylebration gu sball sausfy the Avernsq,

the mufed note of kindly preparation comes up
from the sgealed room. ‘IThe candles are put in
place; the streams of tinsel balls are displayed
around the branches; the ghter toys are arranged
everywhere In pieturesque coniusion; the bonbons
and candies sparkie amid the groen leavas, and at
the foot of the gieaming tree are seen the great
toys—te mechanical engine for Johuny and the
luxurious, well-appointed house 10T Ada.

There Were no such giants fe these last in the
%ﬂ of Hendrick and his piaymate Katrina.

same materiniistic era which has made

stuvborn tnan the |

the foor—theé rags with the bones in them that tr;
to find rest in them o' nighta—all the poverty an
squajor and wretchedness of the scene. Would the
toy be bought ¥ Or, it bm:&h:, would it be belleved
in by the children ¥ Would they shudder at ihe
want rom which toey are bappuy free ¥ Would 16
open their little hearts in & dual stream of pity and
charity 1t Perhaps so, perhaps not. Wealth and
poverty rarely understand one another, For the
rest, Chiidhood 18 nos the lmterpreter to briug
them together,

Having settled with the children let us sce how

CHRISTMAS DAY WAS CELEBRATED
by the men of New Amsterdam. We are not speak-
ing here of the men who ruled this city aiter 1674,
when the Stadt Auys bell ra out the alarum,
and the Englahman drove the Dutolt for good out
of Fort Amsterdam, But we are speaking of those
who lived when old Petrus Stuyvesant was in s
glory: when the bakers gave 13 good honest loaves
to the dozen; when fiddies and fiddiers were in
mgh repute, and when cherry brandy, troe llol-
land and mulled cider were the tashionable drinks.

Let us give a plcture of Curistmas Day 1 1660,
To do that one muost first fancy one of those quaint
ol houses, high ridged, but with slowly sioping
rocts, with the social stoops and the low, project-
ing eaves, beneath which, in fair weather, the solin
barghers were wont to congregate at twilighs to
smoke their long mﬁgu and to discnss the price of
bearsking and the chavees oi the Connecticut colo-
nists to enter their town., But it 18 inside the
house, not outside of if, that our businesa lles
There the good vrow 810 all her glory. Suppose
that it is in she forenoon. White capped and bare
armed—the latter 10 8pite of the seasin—
she and her danghters are busy sprink-
ling she foor with the whitest sand
gtroking it with a broum loto 8 hondred
[autastic gurves, burnishing the huge oaken chest
that stands in the parlor, filled with the ciherisied
tomemade linen, and scrubbing' until they look
like little auns the pliver poriingers, tunkards sod
ladles, never exposed except on Christmas, New
Years, Whitsuntide and guch feast days,

I8 all this for company ? Oh, no, Mynheer, of New
Amsterdam, like his successor, of New York, dunes
a4t nome on Christmas Day. The house has been
Hghted up with the buge candlesticks; the Holland
cupboard 18 bright agalpst the wall; the house
linen I8 as pure and as clean as the good woman
can make it; and the brass nails of the straight-
backed armcehair of Hussia leather shine like dia-
monds, Where is the good man in the mean time ?
Just this time on the Commons or at Beekman's
Swamp, where, nlong with the ancients, he is
watching the youngsiers contest for the prize
turkeys. He has been doing his best to be the first
to shout out a merry Chistmas greeting to his
neighbors; and now, may be, le is swelling In re-
collections how he unsed to shoot whem he was
yoong. Old fashioned comfort was the wmot
d'ordre during the day; ola fashioned hilarity gave |
the step at night. Then, aner the Christmas in-
ner, if Mynhecr be a patriarch, he smokes his lonﬁ
pipe among & crowd of dapcing children an
grandehildeen, ana, a8 he listens to the squeak of
the flddle, thanks old Stuyvesunt, Irom his heart,
10T the music of the catgut.

And so the holy day wus kept until that dreary

time lor
ALL TRUE EORN ENICKERBOCKERS
when the Duich ilorces marched out of the fort,
and the Loghsh flag was run up over the Stadt
Huys—to stuy there a century or a trifie over,
Every one knows that St. Nicholas I8 no friend of
war; and It 18 not sirange, therelore, that the
alurows of the arum and the shrill terrors of the
warlike fife frightened the old gentlemen away
during most of the time the Enghsh and the Duteh
were gcttling their little matters together, The
tiny relndeer were not heard so regularly on the
rools of the houses. and the gilts were iewer in
the biy fireplace. Christmas languished Irom 1664,
wlen the town was first takemn, to 1674, when It
was flually cedea to the Fnghsh, Fortunately,
however, the English were great sticklers for
Chostmas, They reared it hugh up and made many
galaams to it. “Now, capons and hens, besides
turkeys, geese and ducks, with peef and mutton’’—
gays an old writer—*must all die—lor in 12 days a
multitnde of people will not be fed with a Httle.
Now plums and spice, sugar and honey, gquare it
among pies and broth. Now or never must musio
be in tune, for the youth must dence and sing to
%ct them in a heat, while the aged sit by the ore.
he country mald leavea ball her market, and
must be sent again, il she lorgets a pack of cards

01‘ ‘Illﬁag Eve."”
n this eart{ fway was it that our Enplish an-
cestors kept their Christmas—with a 8olid purpose
of gevng the most out of the day. They lound
the day 1o high honor—they only gave & new zest
and greater latitude to it. Mynhecr donned his
longieu waisted coat, his largest fapped vest with
the largest ellver buttons, and an (mmense nnm-
ber of palrs of breeches, and smoked his lopgest
pipe. His children sang in the !ansuage they kind w,
and he lelt his new friend to honor the day as he

referred. O1 something the descendants of both

ave reason to be thankful, Both, Mynheer Van
Bomething and English John, Kept up the fires on
the ultar so efflectually that we have hiot been com-
?elled 10 remake the alphabet of reverence and
hen learn to spell in 1t All that we need care lor
i, that we snall trangler it as bright to the chile
dren who come alter us

Aund, right here, it may be well to see

HOW WE EEEP CHRISTMAR

Of courne, there 18 a deal of German silver where
before there was the genuine articie. Of course,
too, that 18 not our jault exclusively, as it is pretey
much the case everywhere. We are probably more
gimple on Christmas and Thanksgiving Day than
we are usually. But are we num-:.tem.lf simplet
Do we alm to see only that which 18 go hallowed
and gracious In this time? Or do we, even on that
day sacred to the Archetype of humility, swell and
strut like the Junonlan peacock? FPaler-faniilics
swears that his family dinner shall be the finest
ana his turkey the fattest In hiz square. AMaters

milias declares within hersell that her Christinas

rée shall be the handsomest among all the neigh-
bore.  Alter all, however, this may be soper-
critical. Perhaps we ought to 1emember, as

Things change their titles, as our manners turn,!

we may possibly be blaming ourselves for what is
unavoidable, Certalnly we are richer than ip the
days of the Van Twillers and the Van Dams, and

we spend more upon oar children than :he{
wont to do apon theirs, it 18 fair to sup, hat it
is not mere ostentation, but neomes,

mgutlpll
that make up the difference, ippose, then, we
drop the mosk of Ponathen, and basten to admit
that among ihe most touching memorials ever
rendered to Chrigtmas 18 that sweet procession of
children, who, leaving their warm beds, and hav-
ing seized the precious giits in siore for them,
creep, with loving step, to

- THBAT BOLEMN BED,
wherein paps and mamma @are awalting thelr
little ones ou Christmas mornng, aud where these,
with many & loving and touching gesture, receive
the Kkiss that, of all that earth can give, is the
sweetest and the Foflest—for does it not fill npon
the dear little childrem Irom parents who hold
them to be the most preciouns ol earth's jewels?
For these children that bed |s the first altar of the
day. They have—with what eagerness iet all who
bave been children remember—secured their treas-
ures, taken up the hghier ones and dragged the
heavier une%t_nd gone to hear what paps and
mamma haveé to say of the wonders Sants Claws
has bronght to tnem. Of all the thromes in the
world this bed on Christmas morning 1s the most
honored. What throne is 88 gtrong as it? What
king and quecn are as tender, yet as imperious, as
ite oc ts? What subjects are as reverent as
those wuo, soltly purrin their love and chilld-
ish pride befors them t service |s more
radiant and more joytal?

“Now capons and hens, besides turkeys, " ehirru
in the old writer whom we have gquoted above. 1
thou simple-minded man, we Lave tarned over a
new leaf since thy time. Thoo has placed turkeys
on & low plane—the tiird on tny lst—and bcnt'r
better than common “‘geese and ducks.” But we
have nr:nad i t.ol ‘:m“arg p:haf.e, and it takes |ta
seat h above Vi great, arrogen
corn-fattened and be-petted "

CHRISTMAS GORBLER,

btrown now, finished to a turn and redolent of
sweet-amelling herba. Burely there never was, In
the estimation of each family, such & monster as
that one wlscn_rﬁmrmmﬂm hne just begun 1o
WOITY Over. t turkey on last Thunksgiving
Day was Mg and juicz enough; but what was it to
this noble Christmas bird ¥ When was there ever
one 80 larget Who ever saw such huge thighs ¥
WMy dear,” says paterfamdlias, uncuiously to

~familtas cpposite, as he pauses for a second in
bis  carving, “this I8 certainly ® very fine
turkey; | don't remember when I have seen
finer one,” Materfamilias nods and emiies, *0n
1sn't it splendid ¥ breathes out the eldest
daughter, *“Deunced fine,” drawls oul the eldest
son, while voting the lamily dinner a bore, and all
the little parrots around the table repeat the
words over and over again, until, smong them all,
the bird 18 made our to be the fattest that ever
rejoloed the heart of an epicure or adorned lbe
table of & King,

It is only city-bred chilaren, however, that can
fall into such ecstasies. The country childron have
great respect for the turkey, bat 1t 18 such &
nrecl. a one has for the grea one has created,
It was they who helped to choose the “‘lean and
bungry Cassiug’’ fromn his fellows o the bLarnyard
#ix weeks before Christmas; who saWw how the pro-
cess of latte went on day alter day; Who

watched jean: give way to roundness and hun-
ger to matlety; snd who knew, when they pro-
ceeded wo eit of 1, precisely where all the fat and

Who does not know

L, thoge wise men of the Eas

of exile for u twelve month, alter New Year.

Few toings In life are wore pleasant than to see
the family seated in the family parior on Christmas
night, 1518 as ht draws on, and the greas tree
is gleaming with Its treasures, that the world really
mecms, for & season to be lorgotien. There I8 no
business for rfam no for mater-
Jamiiias, no check for the chlldren, Counversation
i8 being carried on; stories are told; the piano is
belng thrummed; tne elder oblidren are rehears-
ing for the hundredth time the beauty of thelr
toye; the younger ones are shouting at the top of
their voloes—lor once, there 8 neither repression
nor disorder. The disciplinary rod 18 houg up on
the tree, and looks, on thia night, lor all the worla
Ilke & toy with the rest. Make the most of all this
while you can, littie onea, Stay up as late to-night
a8 you will be aliowed ; shont to the celling; blow
your trumpets and besat vour drums; tie night is
ull your own; but to-morrow that disciplinary rod
may be taken down ana you will be banished to
the nursery. There may be one rebelhouns spirit
amonyg the fock, and that will be Master Charlie,
just iresh from Dr. Birch's “Academy lor \oung
Gentlemen,” His idea of supreme fglicity ls—

One glorfons round of holidays,

Without a school between,
and power to breed a small riot whenever the
humor selzes him. Master Charlle Wil need
watehing.

S0, Onristmas has been brought down from
the Duteh occupation of New Amsterdam to
the present time. It has been ghown how gucces-
8ive generations have kept pp the old honor; how,
though they might dider the mode, the spirit
has notmuch varied, and how the world grows
old faster tn many things than in its respect for tho
blessed day which gave us our Lord. There i8 one
Emn I, however, upon which we must go farther

ack than the Knickerbockers. That 18 the custom
of making gifts on Christmas Day, a custom which
18 s old a8 tie duy itself, It began with

THE MAGI OF OLD,

who, as they followed
that bright star, carried gifts to the Holy Child,
These were the first of gift-makers, Even the
dark-skioned Ethioplan brought his gold and
frankincense and myrrh and lald them reverently
ut the feet of Him whom he had come from afar t0
see and to worship. Iti1sa hrruof ol the humanity,
If [t may be so termed, of this festival that this cus-
tom of gifts should have come down without a
break to the presentday. We enroli ourselves
under the banner of these magi; and they are to
us the star by which we know thatit is gracious
and proper to make glits in commemoration of the
¢vent they honored.

THE STOGKBRO%S' CHRISTMAS

0

e
Grand Rampage Among the Bulls and

DBears—=Fish Horns and Pandemonium.

The advent of Christmas wna celebrated yester-
day in a characteristlc manner in the Btock Ex-
change. Gongs, flsh horns, dinner bells and
whistles were brought into requisition, and the
whole scene as presented reminded one surongly of
ihe capers of the devils in the grotto of Gabriel
Grubb, Welrd and fantastic motions were the
order of the day, and to the nnsophisticated mind
it would not be hard to imagine that a parcat
least of Pandemoniom haa been let loose in Wall
street. But these devils were harmless creatures,
and from the fact that they called for
no lost sonls it 8 falr o presume that gl
the harvest has been gathered in, Verlly Satan
had a tough job in his collection in Wall and HBroad
streets. Bulls and bears met in friendly converse
and showed their festiveness of spirit and univer-
sal good will. How the party yelled and screamed!
A chorus of negroes at a Southern corn-shucking
was not to be compared to it. The demonlac yells
which arcse now and again were deafen-
ing in the extreme. One cause of the
uproar was as folows:—At abonut moon, and
when every man held high  wassail,

two individuals neatly bat cantiously dressed,
heavy muilers covering the lower part of their
faces, made their way unobserved to the floor of
the Stook Exchange. Their entry wus nnnoticed,
as we have stated, by any of the members, and
they were nearly under the dome when the echo
was awakened by a pair of stentorian lungs re-

guesting m?e pr:cg l;';; I'.;a:‘ Tennsssqgf. Tléw

rangeLs . 0 (L oo on a8 to
!rihgi"ef.ie! cﬁegﬁon manhi.s 1’55111 ¥o hill
gored the elder of the der the firth

rib. and c¢ompletely demoralized him, while the
other was so vigorously held by & bear that his
{deas of Christmas theology were completely upset
and their hats soon resembled the time-honored
tile of Mr, William Barlow; but as they had not
the *wolce” of that gentieman, their plaintive ap-
peals for gentler treatment (they had been raised
pets) were unheeded by the grotesque assembly of
the Christmas-crazed Animals that surrounded
them, RufMed, rompled and rilea, the unhappy pair
were carried out on the sboulde z

rs of the jubilant
members, and no soconer hf.d nheg reached the
. 0

gldewalk than they cried, “‘Legs, your daty,”
and it is ?mltiveu asserted by those who wit-
nessed that race that the chase o'er Cannabie Lee
was tame in companson. A gentleman who wit-
nessed the tiger and bull fight that lately occurred
in Havana stated that the Stock Exahanga lper-
formance beat it, or the carnival at Rome, by long
odds. 0Old men and 1mmem joinea in the fun
and, althongh the play was somewhat rough, bu
few people loat thelr temper.

CHRISTMAS EVE IN THE MARTS.

How Stockings are Filled and Tables
Laden To=day=Buying the Christmas
Gifts and Provender=Scemes in the
Strects and Marikets.

Christmas eve in the streets and markets last
night looked like the same occaslons ‘Yin ye olden
time,” in the good old years when no panic haa
struck alike into the coffers of the rich and the
shallow pockets of the poor. “Money is scarce,”
have been the words on everybody's lips during
the past three months, yet people live somehow,
and manage to buy their Chrisumas dinners, sweet-
meats and toys for the stockings, Christmas
treca for the tables and some gifta for
chosen friends and relatives, The only difference
however, may be that the stooking 1s not so well
or choicely filled, the Christmas tree |8 less prolific
of sugary frult and glittering toys and the gifts to
loved onea not 50 costly or beautifal a8 the heart
would have made them If the wallet had been
more plethoric of cash. *It is not o nice, dearie,
a8 I wanted to buy you, but you shall have some-
thing better next year;" and so the world goes

on, contentment rewards kindheartednes, and
Hope, the Intangible motive power of
the world's happiness and progress holda

out her beacon for that coming ‘‘next year.”
And for these reasons the shops in the busy strects
and all the market houses were filled last night with
bustiing, bartering, buylng crowds of people, few
purchasing all they desired, but all buying some-
thing. The avening, meterologically considered, wos
s fuccess. The air was clear and soft, though &
Httle cool, and the moon with her face shrouded in
a delicate hage gave the atmosphers
A CHEERY, AMBIENT GLOW,

The stars twinkled as suspiclously as they did
1873 years ago to the snepherds who watohed their
flocks on the Judean hillsides, and the only omen in

the heavens of coming discomiort was n great lnunar
halo that presaged an early storm. The lact Is the
moon’s face looked a little wel last nigot and there
wus every indication of & AnOW or rain fall by noon
to-morrow at the farthest; perhaps mﬁl nder-
foot tne streets were upcomfortable with & thin

coating of hall dissolved, muddy soow, but thas
wak i empedlmentwmmopﬂum market-
ing. The ahops were kept g?‘n ter than usual
and their lighted windows threw a merry lght on
the throngs of pedestriana that trooped

the business thor Many of the stores
mrs d ' in with and

toons of cvergreen,
None of the

of  business ked
more thotm&:ll] ristmas like than the butehers'
Bhops with great red and white joinis of freshly
kil trimmed holiday B0

led meat, with fine
evidently uﬁanmm beef mgua that
the 5',,“‘ ﬁ?ﬂ. wuggested Itwell without
an ¢ nl., mxt«m.tg}:? and It waa
ryr s A 30
re Al pn;lo. who had left the
we
edr wiit-
s of Bt o Wit 5o

seene and he would never realize that there wero
“hard limes" In the land, for the products of the
#oll scewed

wWING

ALMOST OVERFLO
in thelr abundances. There were mountalns of
cahbage, hundreds of barrels of Eoutoas. eelory in
long winrows, fruit 1o vast nted pyramids ; lowls,
turkeys and game festooned the walls, and it
' seemed a8 though the vast crowds that surged
in and out of the market places by & dozen thor-
oughfares wonld soon bear,away every vestige of
the varied stock that was an encumbrance every-
where; and, altough everybody carried away

someching, the store appeared Dot to dimin-
b, an the venders were re to
stay all night and sopply “all ereation” if buyers

only showed up. Then shere were huondreds of
fmprovised stands in all the streets leading to the
markets, where boys and women soid evergreens,
holly and pine and lanrel; waxen istmns
candles, tin rattles, dishes and shoelaces, and all
the thousand and one articlesg that go to make up
the sum of our civillzed needs, needed at all times
when they are wanted, bul more than ever ut the
cheery Christmastide,

CHRISTMAS AT TRINITY.

e WM 2
Distribution of Presents to the Childrem
of the Sunday School.

‘e Christmas celebration at Trinity church be-
gan yesterday aiternoon with choral serviees and
a procession by the children of the Sunday school.
The church has Deen decorated with holly and
palm, in honor of the greatest day In all the Chris-
tian year. The spaces between the windows are
festooned with wreatns and scopes of eVergrecns;
the back part of the aliar 18 similarly draped,
while the organ loft is arranged with OChrist-
mas trees and holly boughs., On the altar
and chancel are arranged the cholcest floral
gifts, tbhe perfume from whieh pervades
the whole atmosphere of the church. On
entering the doorway of the church one is
struck with the admirable taste with which all the
detalls of the decoration have been managed. The
closter columns have been hung with sirips of
evergreen and flowers and {p the middle alsle 18
placed the Christmas tree, belonging to the chil-

dren of the Sunday school. Thia trec is nnlike most
others, for the reason of its being made of gas
pipes, on which branches have been arranged so
much after nature that one i8 at firet deceived.
From this gas piping thers are 1,000 jets, all of
which were lighted {lﬂtardn afternoon, during the
Sunday school celebration, at which the prizes
were distributed,
THE SUNDAY ACHOOL CELEBRATION,

At the Bunday school celebration yesterday after-
noon there was a | congregation Srunent to
witness the awarding of gilts, Tuhe children ocou-
pled tne middie aisle, nna' while mn the aaau,l’, they
sung, “Hark | a shout of heavenly music” very
prettily, l{ﬁmr Which Dr. Ogilby made =a
short ress, in which he spoke of
the significance of the feast. The story of the
Btable at Bethlebem—that swory which grows
young with years—was pathetically told in a pure,
simple and chiliilike way, and was listened to witn
attention and interest even by the aduits present.
Then the children sung aonother carol and a Uhrist-
mas teee song, and the distribution of prizes ter-
minated the éxercises for the alteruoon,

Christmas Eve Chimes.

Near midnieht, last night, Mr. James Aylitle, the
old uell ninger of Trinlty choreh, started the
chimes. Through the still nlgnt air the enphonic
brazen tonguersarticulated the following musle:—

1. Rivging the ehanzes on aight bella

& liristinas carol, *"The Christinas Tree,"
4

5
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hristmas carol, “‘See the Morning Btar is Bwelling."
hristmas carol, “Angels from

the Realms of Glory.”
‘hristmas carol, “Lovely Land.”
hristinas carol, A Merry, Merry Christmags.”
7. Christmas carol, *Christ was Born on Christmas Day."
Few were near to hear the musie which marked
the LA74th anniversary of the birth of the Redeemer
of the world, Perhaps many an unfortunate woman
or dissolute man neard the music, and it awak-
ened in him or her the recollectlon of “what haa
been and what might be,” but none of all the
busy throng that crowd the street upon which
the old tower keeps watch all day long were there
10 hear the tale of solace and of hope that the old
belle tolled.

MIDNIGHT SERVICES AT €T, AL-
BAN'S.

o lelotelr ]

The midnight services at St. Alban’s, in Forty-
seventh street, near Lexington avenue, were of a
solemn and highly impressive character., A large
congregetion was present, and the brightness ana
brilliancy of the church contrasted strangely witn
the darkness and sllence without. The charch
had been exquigitely ‘aecorated by the ladles of the
congregution. HBeautiful hothonse fowers adorned
the altar, stars of camellas and poinsetia leaves,
vases of autnmn leaves, evergreens and berries
were placed at the foot of the alcar, which waa
rendered still brighter by six additional lights.
The pulpit was decorated with twlg'a berﬂ%;,
moss and Christmas evergreen. The Rev. . W.
Morrill, arrayed in the canonical robes, offlciated
At this celebration of the holy communion. The
choir, under the leadershlp of Mr, Alvertos, choir
mauster, rendered the music admirably. The pro-
cession, which entered the charch at twelve o'clock
precisely, in the following order:—Thurifer,
oructfer, choir boys,the banner of the Nativity, choir
men, taper bearers, acolytes, lay clerks and sacred
mllll;mm olad In }:Eir %l“i' ‘red and
white. They presented a nnique and picturesque
It was half-past one o'clock 1
hen the services terminated, and the
began to disperse,

QHURCH OF ST. MARY THE
VIRGIN.

Evening and Midnight Services=The
Order of Exerclses=Scrvices ifor the
Day.

= The religions services, conseqnent on Christmas

Eve, at this church were conducted by tho rector,

Father Brown, assigtea by Father Noyes and the

uvsual corpe of choristers. The bigh altar wuaa

besutimlly ornamented with fowers, over which

el ke

light, The rafling and the base of tue

windowsa were covered with evergreen, and
holly hong about the walls,
Boon after elght o'clock the solemn toll
of the bell announced the noar of
gervice had arrived, and seoon after the
rocession margnl from the ante-room and
twt place within the altar, chanting & Christmas
h The following 18 the order of exercises for
t.ge vesper pervices of the season:—The Prooes-
glonal, selection of Psalms, “Cantate Domino,’
e o 3
c An ea, ' hymn, o ry, “‘Magnifica!
cesajonal. The organist, Mr. Geo. Pren presided
trument, p Ing the  services, with
gelections Irbm Donizottl, A‘la_r'gn nntEenm was
in attendance at the evenin, 1ee, which ciosed
at ten o'clock. The mud t mervice, which con-
glsted of a repetition of the exercises mentioned,
with the addition of the administration of the holy
sacrament, were of especial interest, and a feeling
of deep solemnity was apparent among the lurge
nmber in attendance, rector announced ser-
tn the church at hall-past nine o'clock this
morning, and the second vespers at four o'clock
this alternoon.

THE DAY AT THE THEATRES.

.

Blind Tom gives & matinée at Steinway Hall this
afternoon.,

The alry entertainment at Niblo's, In which the
Vokes take the leading part, will be given this day,
both afternoon and evening.

“Die Lustigen Welber von Windsor," Nicolal's
comic opera, will be given atthe Btadt Theatre
to-night, with Hermanns as Falstafl,

The exhibition ol “Ihe Pligrim® sull goes on at
Bain’s Hall, Through the holiday week & number
of new tableaux, &o., will also be shown.

The minor theatres sll give extra matinées to-
day. Excellent bllls will be presented at Dan
Bryant's, the Metropelitan Theatre and tho Theatre
Comique,

There will bo three performances st Wood's
to-day, the firsi taking place at eloven o'clook snd
the others at the usnal mmu.r.udMI-L

Davenport are now theatre,

Harta contintien :@ll':
dndian box trick discovered, and nis
challenge to the B,

t the Gormani oomedy,
“Der Kephant,’! - %r“

the light of numerous candles shed a pleasing,

this day, but 1n the evenlag Mr. Lester Wallack
and the company appear o “A Man of Honor,"
Mr. Wallack's dellcate rende of the t of
Jaoques, his Iatest creation, and the general excels
:e!;lca ufu the :l.{atlnn gltnh“ ﬂ:; rramn& excecd-
nely enjoyable, and the p among leading
attraotions of the evening, i

The “Parricide,” at the Firth Avenue Theatre, 18
one of those rsrlaty-muvlng dramas which are es-
}I:%ma!l attractive during the holiday seasen,

ere 18 mueh merriment 1o the iiwe. and w
worn by Mr. Davidge in the fourth tableau in
ﬂ]rovons @ hearty langh, 1t ls & hat 10 make the

rtune of any low comedian., An exira matinde
as well as the evening periormunde will be given-

at this hense,

The Christinas pantomime at the Grand Opera
Honse 18 & most charmiug entertainment for this
merry season, . In every respect It 18 a8 merry as
Christmns iteelf. Mr. George L. Fox's “Huompty
Dumpty” is as |olly as ever, and what aads to Ita
charm 18 the fact that 1t Is always new. All the
tricks nnd effects are in compiete working order,
and the variety business 1s so gkilfully interwoven
with the setion of the tomimé a8 to meke
“Humpty Dumpty Abroad,” with (t3 magniflcent
mnnmmlgls and properties, the best pantomims
ever produced on the New York stage. An extra
matinde will be given this afternoon. and i is ex-

ected that at both the morning and evening per-
ormances the anditoriam will be so full as to pre-
sent a counter attraction to the stage.

e management of the Olympic Theatre have
hit upon & good subject for Christmas representa-
tion in “Qabriel Gruob; or, The Gohinsg who Stole
the Sexton.," In literature Dickens made the
story a Chrigimaa w‘:iu, and i¢ only required to be
properly transterred to the stage to become &
pleasure Lo theatre goers, The story, as of course
every reader of Pickwick knows, was meant as &
rebuke of the cyniciam that could sneer at the
world and Its light-heartedness. Gabriel Grub is an
old gravedigger and o snarler ot mankind, He re-
Joices ut harm to men, and finds his only friend in
@ bottle, On & Christmas eve, when he has gone:
into the graveyard to dQlg a grave, the unho
apirita overcome him and leave him to the
treatment of other spirits and H’nﬂmﬂ, who un-
earth themselves in most start ni‘m;nn 'l'hnf
play many harsh tricks upon the Gabriel,
and finally convey him to Pandemonium. Dickens
conclndes that Gabriel 1s rounded :lylhhmm
experiences, and feeling o shame for previoas
character, leaves his fiome -and livesa In another
{mrn of the country for years, a merry and inspirit-
:‘1_? old man. The play, however, pressnts Ga-
priel's history in a dream of Polly Dark, a sexton’s
danghter, and it leaves Gabriel 1m the tortures
of Fandemonium. The performance {8 not yet as
ggod as the cast can make it. Tta subject is good,

canse it permits ideas to be presented as well as

ptartling epectacles. Bo far, however,
Grub has gone f6r nought, and the Majllton sprites.
for everything. When the Mallltons are somewhat
représsed and @ few absurdities that can only be
sneered &t are omitted the play of “Gabriel Grop’™
will he among the most Interesting Christmas per-
formances in the city.

MUSIC IN THE CHURCHES.

Christmas Programmes of the Organfste

Musle will be the principal feature In all the lead-"
ing churches to-day, being regarded use the chiet
handmaiden of religion in the proper celebration
of the greatest of all Curistian festivals. Organists
nhave been industrlous for some time past, marshad--
ling their forces lor tiis occasion, and- in many
churehes the ordinary choir will be strengthened
bty chorus and orchestra, The Catholie and Epis-
copal churches are foremost in the musical line,
and we append some of their best programmes,
with the selectlons of other religious denoming-
tlons.

ST. PATRIOK'S CATHEDEAL.

At the Catholic Cathedral the organist, Professor
Gustavus Schmitz, hes prepared Haydn's Third
Muass, witha full choir of selected voices. A the
Gradual the “‘Adeste Fidelea' will be sung; &t the
Offertory, “Pastores,” by Lambillotte; at the Ele-
vation, “Ecce Panis,” by Proch, and at vespers a
new work, by Professor Schmitz, and Rossini's
“Tantum ergo.™

TRINITY CEURCH.

“0d Trinity,” as vsual, will be foremost In the
celebration of the great festival. The order of
exercises will be as follows :—Early communion st
geven A. M., morning prayer at nine o'clock, sece
ond communion 4t eleven o'cloek, when the fol-
lowing programme will ve given, Rev. Dr. Dix
ofMciating, ssaisted by Rev. Dr. Opilby :—Proces-
gional Hymn 43, Anthem Jrom Hymn 43, Kyrie,
Nicene Creed (Flrst Maoss), Sermon, Offertory
(Benedictus), Sanctus (First Mass), Mozart; Ag-
nus Dei, Mozart; Gloria in Excelals (First Mass),
Mozart; Recessiona! Hymn, 44. The mausical por-
tion of the services will be conducted by the or-
ganist, Mr. Messiter, with an orchestra oi 40
pleces, assisted by the church choir,

ST ANN'S (ROMAN CATHOLIO) OHURCHL

A new mass, by the distingunished organist of
this charch, M. Louis Dachauer, will te sung for
the first time by the solo choir, Mile. Corradi, Mile.
Gomien and Messrs, Pfineger and Sacclo, assteted
by & grand chorus. The “Adeste” will be given.
before high mass and a new -‘Veul Creator,” as &b
unaccompanied quartet, will precede the sermon.

7. GEORGE'S CHURCH,

The programme of Christmas music at 8t

George's chureb, Stuyvesant Park, Is as (plliows:—

i
B
6. Hymn§..... . v eeesUntlor
& Ofioriory, s0io wnd chorny, “IHiou Thut t‘uihu‘"“

Q. Crodos....ooous
10. Gloria in Excelsis

§t. George's choir consista of 80 voices, under the-

direction of W. F. Wililams, organirt,
ET. FRANCIS XAVIER'S CHURCH.

At the charch of the Jesults In Sixteenth street.
the first mass of the organist, Dr. Willlam Berge,
will be sung by the regular cholr, strengthened by
o large chorus, bells and brass quartet, The prinel-
pal aingers will be :—Miss Teresa Werneke and Mrs.
Berge, soprani; Miss Mary Werneke and Mme,

Shultz, contraltl: Messra. Tamaro and ten-
ors; ‘i’essm Bacelll and Btanton, bassos,
arrangement of “Adeste Fideles” will be gi at

the offertory. :
The Tolloging. programme Wil e §iven &b i
0
church, under the direction of ltrg . Glibert,
organist i—
MORNING
Pr lonal, "Thy snhto ﬂ:l‘d’!!‘m'u”
c for this oceasion.)

...‘.... . e m

o .

“Glorin T, ..... SRR i paah el s sl

Hymn, “0'er Bethiehem's Hili"] (o

Offertory, ““The people that walked in
*For unto us a child is born

‘Sanctus” (Masse O;JIW
“Bane

"I.nunnrhtliﬂ mn"
nGloria in Exelsis”

CF.

ST. ATEPHEN'S OHURCH.

At this weil known church the mustoal

sorvices will be very fine, will be cele-

brated at half-past ten
oceaslon

Mozart's No, ll.‘
's “Venl Creator
uAdesto mau: [
Mauler, H‘lllo" #
Mile. lﬁ er, ocon e
a chorus of

ﬁml orchestra of 20 ptnu. with organ,

mnwgc“:iw the direction of H, B, Danforin,
- ZiON CHUROH.

Mr. Charles Wels, organiat of this an-

nounees the followlng programme of mMasto i—

%Eﬁgag.‘aiil‘ﬁa‘aﬁa‘m"; : 'g‘ rren

mn, l.u; e Harald", ... ... . Warro
constst of Mrs.

ﬂ:'no wu!remmn; Misa stewson, h'm

. Wood, Mr. Aykie nnd Mr. Charies or

Mr, Pochor, organiat of Shis wei knOwn Oarholio
chnrch in A streot, has the following pro-
No 81 BARt .....io. iyl
Elevation, “0, .ﬁ.“..................M.-,
{ Tha cholr consists of Mrs, Easton, Mrs, Becker,

"
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